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August 2, 2014

Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

The title of today’s sermon is: 

“The Little Foxes”
Shall we pray …

Song of Solomon 2:15 “Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines [have] tender grapes.”  We see here a vineyard where the little foxes are spoiling the vines that have tender grapes which means the young grapes. What is this vineyard?  
Isaiah 5:7 “For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts [is] the house of Israel, …” So the vineyard, the house of Israel is the children of God. Who are the children of God?
Acts 7:37, 38 “This is that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear.  This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and [with] our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us:”  The children of God are His church of all ages which possess the living oracles which is the living Word of God.

We read in Song of Solomon 2:15 that the little foxes destroy the tender grapes which are the young grapes; in God’s church that would be the young in the faith. So who are the little foxes?
Luke 13:31, 32 “The same day there came certain of the Pharisees, saying unto him, Get thee out, and depart hence: for Herod will kill thee.  And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to morrow, and the third [day] I shall be perfected.”
So the Pharisees were warning Jesus that Herod would attempt to kill Jesus and Jesus calls Herod that fox. So, foxes in scripture would be those who attempt to destroy Jesus. Who did Jesus say that He is?

John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:” Jesus, the word of God and the truth is the object of attack by the enemies of truth who are the little foxes.  Enemies of truth are out to destroy followers of Jesus, the word of God and the truth. They are the little foxes.
What causes the little foxes to become so angry that they want to destroy God’s people and the truth?
Luke 3:19 “But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias his brother Philip's wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done,” The answer is here in this verse. It was John the Baptist who pointed out the sin of Herod and it was Herod that had John put in prison and eventually, under the influence of Herodias, murdered John by cutting off his head.

So why does the fox try to destroy truth and the young in the faith? It is because the fox does not want rebuke against the sin he enjoys. Herod was a leader practicing open sin before all of Israel. It was God who sent him reproof by way of John. Herod feared John and when he rose up against John, was he really rising up against John? He rose up against the light, which would have led him to the Greater Light. But he rejected it.

So let us understand that foxes hear truth and they reject it. 
How far will a fox go to shut out truth? 

Matthew 2:1-8 “Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,  Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.  When Herod the king had heard [these things], he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born.  And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet,  And thou Bethlehem, [in] the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.  Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found [him], bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also.”
Herod was lying to the wise men, covering up his real purpose and what his true intentions were. The scripture says Herod was mocked by the wise men. 

Matthew 2:16 “Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, …” How does the scripture say Herod was mocked by the wise men?
Matthew 2:12 “And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.”  So God warned the wise men and gave them understanding. Who does the scripture say that God will give understanding?
Daniel 12:10 “Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.”
How did Herod react when he realized the wise men were not coming back to inform him?
Matthew 2:16 “Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men.” There are 4 Herods mentioned in scripture. This particular Herod is King Herod the Great.

So Herod went so far as to kill the young amongst the children of faith. We have many foxes in the church today who are trying to kill the truth so as to bring in an easy, liberal way. Many foxes are getting in the way of the young in the faith and the young people and many of the young in the faith and the young people eventually leave the church. 
Ezekiel 13:4 says, “O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the deserts.” Deserts are barren and empty, and so are the false prophets and those who push their false doctrines, they are foxes. What is it that these foxes have not done according to the word of the Lord?
Ezekiel 13:5  “Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the LORD.”  These foxes have not been standing in the gaps preparing God’s people for the coming time of trouble, by repairing gaps in the wall. They will preach their error messages instead.
Listen to what God’s prophet wrote in EW 123, 124, “I have been shown that the false shepherds were drunk, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink. The truth of God is sealed up to them; they cannot read it. When they are interrogated as to what the seventh-day Sabbath is, whether or not it is the true Sabbath of the Bible, they lead the mind to fables. I saw that these prophets were like the foxes of the desert. They have not gone up into the gaps, they have not made up the hedge that the people of God may stand in the battle in the day of the Lord. When the minds of any get stirred up, and they begin to inquire of these false shepherds about the truth, they take the easiest and best manner to effect their object and quiet the minds of the inquiring ones, even changing their own position to do it. Light has shone on many of these shepherds, but they would not acknowledge it and have changed their position a number of times to evade the truth and get away from the conclusions that they must come to if they continued in their former position. The power of truth tore up their foundation, but instead of yielding to it they would get up another platform that they were not satisfied with themselves.”  {EW 123.1}  

   Next paragraph, “I saw that many of these shepherds had denied the past teachings of God; they had denied and rejected the glorious truths which they once zealously advocated and had covered themselves with mesmerism and all kinds of delusions. I saw that they were drunken with error and were leading on their flock to death. Many of the opposers of God's truth devise mischief in their heads upon their beds, and in the day they carry out their wicked devices to put down the truth and to get something new to interest the people and divert their minds from the precious, all-important truth.”  {EW 123.2} 
 Paragraph 3 “I saw that the priests who are leading on their flock to death are soon to be arrested in their dreadful career. The plagues of God are coming, but it will not be sufficient for the false shepherds to be tormented with one or two of these plagues. God's hand at that time will be stretched out still in wrath and justice and will not be brought to Himself again until His purposes are fully accomplished, and the hireling priests are led to worship at the feet of the saints, and to acknowledge that God has loved them because they held fast the truth and kept God's commandments, and until all the unrighteous ones are destroyed from the earth.”  {EW 124.1} Let’s see how the Spirit of Prophecy is upheld by scripture.

Ezekiel 13:8, 9 “Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have spoken vanity, and seen lies, therefore, behold, I [am] against you, saith the Lord GOD.  And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, and that divine lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my people, neither shall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither shall they enter into the land of Israel; and ye shall know that I [am] the Lord GOD.” They will come to an end because of their nothingness. Look at their work.

Ezekiel 13:10, 11 “Because, even because they have seduced my people, saying, Peace; and [there was] no peace; and one built up a wall, and, lo, others daubed it with untempered [mortar]: Say unto them which daub [it] with untempered [mortar], that it shall fall: there shall be an overflowing shower; and ye, O great hailstones, shall fall; and a stormy wind shall rend [it].”
The foxes are seducing God’s people with untempered mortar, they’re daubing the wall, they are whitewashing the truth; and their cry is peace, peace. They do not want anyone to deal with standards and sins in the church. That would be unloving they say. We should be more tolerant as Jesus died for everyone. Contamination is through all the ranks; in the churches, in the conferences, in the unions and in the divisions.
Jeremiah 6:13, 14 “For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one [is] given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely. They have healed also the hurt [of the daughter] of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when [there is] no peace.  All the time they are attempting to cover up their evil work. They preach their love and toleration sermons and don’t even deal with the adulterous sins in their own congregations.
Matthew 5:13
Jesus said, “Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted?” What does salt to? It is a seasoning, but it also preserves. God’s people are supposed to be the salt of the earth and His remnant church has the preserved truth of the everlasting gospel that is the seasoning for the spiritually hungry soul. The foxes have not preserved the truth and have put the people in jeopardy. They have lost their seasoning and the fact is that God cannot do anything for them nor could He use them.
Matthew 24:15
 “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) We know that Jesus was talking about the events leading up to the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. However the abomination of desolation is coming again. The Papacy is coming to destroy the salt of the earth and their foxes (the Jesuits) have been very busy working to prepare the takeover of God’s church so as to prevent the truth to be unleashed to an unsuspecting world, drunken with the wine of Babylon. And any pastor, evangelist, conference man, union worker and on up that is spreading a message of peace is a fox, a false prophet.
In Revelation 3:19 speaking to the Laodiceans, Jesus says, “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.”

Isaiah 9:15 says, “The ancient and honourable, he [is] the head; and the prophet that teacheth lies, he [is] the tail.”
We are to be the head while those who choose to live as they please, they are foxes; they are the tail. There is an interesting story about Samson. Let us turn to the book of Judges chapter 15.
In Judges 15:3-5 we read, “And Samson said concerning them, Now shall I be more blameless than the Philistines, though I do them a displeasure.  And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took firebrands, and turned tail to tail, and put a firebrand in the midst between two tails.  And when he had set the brands on fire, he let [them] go into the standing corn of the Philistines, and burnt up both the shocks, and also the standing corn, with the vineyards [and] olives.
Why did Samson do that? Judges 14:2, 3 “And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and said, I have seen a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife.  Then his father and his mother said unto him, [Is there] never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren, or among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife of the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson said unto his father, Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well.”
God wanted to use Samson in a mighty way for His causes, but Samson was not dedicated to God’s work as was John the Baptist. Samson was strong willed and given to sensual things. He lusted with his eyes and eventually his eyes were gouged out. He would not listen to his earthly father.
Proverbs 14:12 tells us, “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof [are] the ways of death.” Samson’s choices led him to blindness and suicide, but in his suicide he took out thousands of Philistines.
Proverbs 3:1-3  “My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:  For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.  Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:” What a difference Samson’s life could have been had he followed this wise counsel. God will not be merciful forever, for there is a tipping point.

Prophets who teach lies are foxes tails. What is this firebrand that Samson put between the tails, and what would be the application today?

James 3:5, 6 “Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!  And the tongue [is] a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.” 
Foxes in the church add tale to tale and lie to lie and they destroy much, they destroy even the standing corn. What did Jesus say about this?
Mark 4:28 “For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” The blade is the young in the faith while the full corn is the mature in the faith. Foxes can destroy both the young and the mature in the faith. The foxes can even destroy the olive trees. What are the olive trees?
Zechariah 4:1-6 “And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep,  And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all [of] gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which [are] upon the top thereof:  And two olive trees by it, one upon the right [side] of the bowl, and the other upon the left [side] thereof.  So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What [are] these, my lord?  Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord.  Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This [is] the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.”  The two olive trees are the Old and New Testament and Satan has been at war with the Word of God for many centuries. Now with so many different interpretations, dilution of God’s word has neutralized its power. Most professed Christians hardly study if at all. All the Babylonian corruption will destroy the faith and remove the Spirit of God. We need to take the foxes out of the church. 

And let’s read this from verse 6 once again, “This [is] the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” The name  “Zerubbabel” actually means, ‘out of Babylon.” So not only do we need to get the foxes out of the church, but God’s people have got to come all the way out of Babylon.
I close with these two final quotes from the Spirit of Prophecy. God’s Prophet says in CE 103.2 “Those who claim to be Christians, (foxes) who profess to believe the truth, and yet drink at the polluted fountains of infidelity, and by precept and example draw others away from the cold, snow-waters of Lebanon, are fools, though they profess themselves to be wise. "Hear ye the word which the Lord speaketh unto you, O house of Israel: Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them. . . . But the Lord is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting King: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation.” CE 103.2
Then God’s Prophet says in AA 230.2 “Those who today teach unpopular truths ( which the everlasting gospel is) need not be discouraged if at times they meet with no more favorable reception, even from those who claim to be Christians, than did Paul and his fellow workers from the people among whom they labored. The messengers of the cross must arm themselves with watchfulness and prayer, and move forward with faith and courage, working always in the name of Jesus. They must exalt Christ as man's mediator in the heavenly sanctuary, the One in whom all the sacrifices of the Old Testament dispensation centered, and through whose atoning sacrifice the transgressors of God's law may find peace and pardon.” AA 230.2
Brothers and sisters the Spirit of Prophecy is the testimony of Jesus and what is it that Jesus just said through His prophet as to how we are to arm ourselves for the conflict? “The messengers of the cross must arm themselves with watchfulness and prayer, and move forward with faith and courage, working always in the name of Jesus.” When we are so armed, the little foxes will have nothing for us and they have nothing on us.
Let us pray …

